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purpose could invade Sind; but his son dispatched Muhammad bin Kasim, Sakifi, to carry out the conquest about 711.
Muhammad bin Kasim set out from Shiraz with a large force, and first captured the seaport of Debal, identified by some with Manora and by others with the village of Kakar Bukera 20 miles to the southwest of Tatta, or, more probably, with TATTA itself. Thence he marched upon Nerankot, the modern Hyderabad; and after its capitulation he next took the strong fortress of Sehwan. Returning to Nerankot, the Musalman leader proceeded to cross the Indus, whose main channel then flowed east of the city, and successfully engaged the army of Raja Dahir. The native prince was slain at the fort of Rawar, while his family were carried away prisoners by the conqueror. In 712 Muhammad bin Kasim arrived at the capital, Alor, which was taken \ and then advanced upon MULTAN (in the present Punjab Province), which submitted with an immense treasure. The end of the first great Musalman conqueror of India was tragic. The story runs that he was falsely accused by the daughters of Dahir, whom he had dispatched to his master's harem, of having violated their chastity, and that he was thereupon sewn up alive in a raw cow-hide by the KhaliPs orders.
Sind remained thenceforward, with scarcely a break, in the hands of the Muhammadans, but the hold of the Khalifs upon this distant province grew slowly weaker, and became virtually extinct in 871. Two Arab chiefs founded what were practically independent kingdoms at Multan and Mansura. The former comprised the upper valley of the united Indus as far as Aror; the latter extended from that town to the sea, and nearly coincided with the modern province of Sind. The country was then well cultivated; and Aror, the capital, surrounded by a double wall, is said to have almost equalled Multan in size, and to have possessed a considerable commerce. The Arab princes apparently derived but a very small revenue from Sind, and left the administration wholly in the hands of natives. Arab soldiers held lands on military tenure, and liberal grants provided for the sacred buildings and institutions of Islam. Commerce was carried on by caravans with Khorasan, Seistan, and Zabulistan, and by sea with China, Ceylon, and Malabar. The Arabs also permitted the native Sindls the free exercise of their own religion to a considerable extent.
While Mahmud of Ghazni was leading raids upon India, early in the eleventh" century, Sind was ruled by a governor who nominally represented the Khalif. In 1010 Mahmud captured Multan, and in 1024 appointed his Wazir, Abdur Razzak, governor of the province, which was subdued by 1026. In 1053 the Sumras, a Rajput tribe in Lower Sind, taking advantage of the weak and indolent character of the Ghazni sovereign, shook off their allegiance and succeeded in establishing a chief of their own tribe .as the independent ruler of the eastern
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